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1. The value of the Czechoslovak Army has greatly decreased sinece the Fobruary
eventa vhich had ominous repercussions within its organizational structure.

2 Bven before Febrmary the morale of the Officers® Corps and the guality of
the Army suffered by such practices as re-activating of former officers, in-
tensified surveillance of Army membars of all ranks by the (Defensive Sector
of the) Intellirence Service as well as hy the State Security Service, hasty
promotions and appointments to hisher - in many easea the rost important -
positions of those professing the Eastern ideoclogy. Mutual distrust, lack
of the spirit of comradeship, fear and suspioion, outlook of insecurity for
the future, denunclation - thess are current phenomena in the Czechoslovak
Army today. Sidetracking or dismissal of all officers, warrant officers and
long torm liCOs vho, in the opinion of those in poer are not acceptable to the
present regime because of their uncorpromising attitude or even an open defiance
of the Corrunist Party and its practical rolities, furthor lowered the quality
of the Officers® Corps and the Arry, Immediately following the February events,
those susrected of being orilented towards the Jest and of collaboration with the
Western democracies were dismissed {rem the Army. Following a dirset interven-
tion by the Central Action Corrittea of tha Natioral Front, 25 generals were dis~
missed (i.e. sent on leave pending further docision, or retired), among them
General of the Army Alois Lisla, Cormander of the War Colleve; Division General
Heliodor Pika, Doruty Chief of the General Suaff; Diviafon Genoral Karel Jancusel;
Division Genoral leumann, (Arry) Economy Cormissar; General K. Kutlvaser, Deputy
Chief of the Third Military District and others. The rurge is still in rrogreas;
by the end of June ths mumbar of officers, wvarrant officers, and long term NCOs
disnissed from the Army had reached 1,200-1,300.

3. The most radical steps taken were apainst membars of the former Czechoslovak
Hestern Army and especlally against former Air Force membors who have Britial,
American or French wives. Of those vho had served in the RAF during the war
only 16 have remainad in the Arry, but even this small mumber is not final, By
the Inras of about 250 fliers with war experience, the total mmbar of menmbers
of the Air Force Officers' Corps has been decreased by approximately 12 percent.
Sirilar steps have been taken Ath resmect to Tank Corre and other srecial branches
of the Service. | the yurge of
the Officers! Corps is to be contlimued and before the end of Septarmber 1948 a50X1-HUM
further 5,000-6,000 A1l have been disnissed. These reasures, as far asan be
Judged from certain cimma and reports, are a direoct conssquence of the reprimands
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suffered by the Czoshoslovak represeptatives at the Cominform meeting in
Warsaw oriticizing the unreliability, inadequate training, and insufficient
armament and equipment of the Czechoslovak Army,

Lo It 1o justifiable to say that the mreater mart of the present 0fficers' Corps
and of the men (up to 703) 4s anti-Commmnist, The Army in this pense reflocts
public opinfon. In all the strata of the Czechoslovak population thers is a
marked rige in feeling apgrinst the regime,

5. The original strongth of the Czsohoslovak peacetime Army which was &pread tpon
aftar the 1liberation proved to botoo large and expensive not only in relation
to the total mmber of populaticn of the country but also bacause of the faot
that it was impossihle to6 precure the necessary armament and equimment for so
large a peaocotime nmy, let alons an army in mobilisation strength. Tho lhck
of armaments and equirment wae cuch that as early as 1946 the mubor of highar
unita (i.0. divisions and brigades) was proportionately deoreased. That ws
insufficient, however, and thovefore the Czachoslovak Military Administration
decided further to decrease the total mmmber of poacetime Army perstnnel as
well as the rumber of higher units. In the fall of 1947, the Czachioslovak
HMilitary Adninistration, after further study of all possibilities, cams to
the conclusion that the strergth of the Cuachoslovak peacstime Awmy eannot
exceed 150,000 insInding officers, warrant officers, long term NCOg and civii’ o
employees (totalling alout 10,0005. The length of the compulsory military
training being two years, the anmisl contingent of (new) recruits has bsen
fixed at 52,000 and tho mmber of men in the go-called Supplementary Reserve
at 5,000 (Supplementary Resarve consists of men entitled, on the basis of the
Compulsory Military Service Act, to certain alleviations, especially with
regpeat to the length of sorvice); this means that there are in Csschoslowakia
at any ons time 105,000 reoruits in tmainiug, ‘

6. The fixing of the anmial contingent at the above mmber has influenced the

’ military potentialities of Ozechoslovakia and neosssitated further reorgani-
zatlon of tho peacotime Army. The plans for the recrganization of the Ammy of
™acetimy strength into a cadre for the wartime Army have beon worked oubt by
the Ministyy of Natdonal Dsfense., Thess plans wore discussed at a meeting
-of the Highest State Dofense Counnil prasided over by tho Fresidont of the
Republic, The Highest State Defense Counell approved the plans of the Ministry
of National Defenss to prosent the matter bofore the Cabinat, The Cabinet
took cognizance of the Council's proposals and approved the proposed strength
of the peacetime Army.

7. The Czechoslovalk Army at present iz organized in the follouing geographic and
functional subdivisiongs

a. 4lilitary Districts (oblasti)s

1. Pmm
2, Tabor
3. Brno
4. Bratisisva

b, 5 Carps (sbory)s

1. Litomaplce .
2. Hmdee Kralove
3, Pilsen

4. Brno

5. Trencin

c. U] (mmbered repardless of vhether they are motorized, normal
% ierardent)t » o

1st Division (normal), Cesks Budejovice
2nd Brigade (independent), Bansla Bystrica)
3rd Division (motordsed), Kromsriz
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4th Division (motordsed), Zilina

5th Division (motorized s Praha

6th Divisior (normal), Brmo

7th Divisior {independent) , Novy Jicin
8th Division motordzed), Kolin

9th Division (normal ), Hitra
10th Division (normal), Kosice

11th Division (norrml), Pilsen
12th Division (normal s Litomerice
13th Division (normal), Mlada Boleslsw
Lith Brigade (independent), Karlstad (Karlovy Vary)

d. JLTapk Corre (2 Tank Brigades)

e, U ¢ 1 Artillery Division and several heavy and
nived Artillery Brigades.

f. Alr Forces Organized in Corps.
g 1.Cgvalyv Brigads located at Pardubleo.
h. Epcinears: 4 Engineer Regiments and 1 Railvcad Brigade.

1) Var College, coupled with the School of Army Administration (plus
courses for high Army Officers), Prague,

Zg Ilitary Academy, Hrandioe

3) Air Force Academy, Hradec Kralove

4) Alr Force Sehool, Prostefov

5) Infantry School, Miloviee

6) Artillery School, Olomoue

7) Engineer School, Litomerice

8) Rallrcad Transportation School, Fardubice

9) Comrmnications (Sigmal) School, Nove Mesto Fad Vahom

10} Cavalry School, Pardubice

In addition to these acheols, there are various courses for Reserve Officers.

"k Sorvicess lMedioal, Administrative, Quartermaster, Motor Transportation,
Ordnanes, ete,

g, This reorganization went into effect in 1947. The results, howsver, did not
meot oxpectations. The Army was turdened by various tasks vwhich bear no direct
relationship to ita main function; Army members were assigned to work in the
mines, in the fields, ote.; a large number of porsonnol has been placed on de=
tached service to the various Headquarters, public offices, and ingtitutions,
The result was a substantial decrease in sirenrth of the units concerned, ao
that it became imposaible to carry on with the norml training of the troops.
For that reason the Czechoslovalk I’{litary Adrinistration having transforred
the larger part of the Gzechosloval Army to the west of Boherda (in order to
secure the border of the Rerublie, at least partly against the Hest), decided
to reduce to cadre strength some of the higher units located in the central
and eastern part of the country and to transfor others. Tho officers and men
thus made available were used to reinfores the unite in Westorn Bohemi=, In
line with this decision, the fallowing charges wire effected:

. The 7th Brigade in Novy Jicin yas reduced to cadre strength and the super-
%nma;-arioe used to reinforce the 14th Brigade located in Karlsbad (Rarlovy
ary).
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b. Ths 13th Division in Mlada Bolsslav, with the exception of the Ath Ragi-
ment, wag reduced to oadre strength and the supsrmmaries used to rein-
foree the llth Division located in Pilsen, the 14th Brigsde in Karlsbad
(Earlovy Vary), and the lst Divieion in Cesls Budsjovice,

¢, Partly redused vero some of the wnits of the 9th Division loscated at
Nitra and of the 10th Division at Kosice, The supermweraries in this
case were tranaferred to the 2nd Brisede in Banska Bugtriesa.

In view nf tho gize of the area at the CzachoslovakeBavarian border covered

by the lat and 1llth Divisions, the 2nd Brigade was transferred from Bansla
Bystrica (Heedquarters now located at Pisek) and assigmed to the area betueen
Vinperk and Klatovy. One Regiment of the 13th Division (4th Infantry Regi-
ment, Hradeec Kralove) was transfarred to the Pilsen area as a reserve.
Furthermore, by reduction to cadre strength of the Anti~Tank Artillery, the
nunber of pernonnel of the Anti-Tank Regiment in Slany was raised to wartims
strength, In Facov, Southern Bohemia, the Anti~Tank outfit was reorganized

and changed into an independent Anti-fank Rogimont in wartime etrength. The
Engincer and Corrmnication {Simmal) Units of the 5th and tha 12th Divisons

a2 well as thoss of the 2nd and 14th Brigades were reinforced; thess, hovever,
wore loft at thelr gtatione. The 3rd, 4th, 5th and Bth Motorized Divisions
wore left in their gerrisons bt preparations have been made for their instantans~
ous integration in case of mesd, Furthermors, the motorizad Divisions were
1asuad orders to keop in readiness one unit aquivalent to a Motordszed Infantzy
Company with heavy machine-guns and ous. unit (troop) of arrored cars. Fimlly,
ths Motor Transport Corps wore iemued arders to lmep in readinees in tuwo (Motor
Traneport) Regirents ons convoy gonsisting of 20 trucks.

A1l thece measures started to bo put into effest after the aonclusion of train-
ing of higher units in training cacps (in June 1948) and they have to be oom-
rleted as soon as poasible.

Changes in the exigting mobilisation orders will tale place only after the
present, mobilization perlod which expires at the end of February 1949. Orders
and directives for the coming mobilization pariod are now boing prepared by
the Genoral Staff and will bs distrituted to the individual units in the fally
on the basis of these ordera and directives, new mobilization plans, coming
into offant in Marech 1949, w11l bs worked out.

According to the present mobilization plans and deopending u the quality and
quantity of armamente and aquirment, the yrecent (peacetims) units, ealled A
Units, are to ho mobllized firsty in the senonsd wlave, ressrvs unita, callsd
B Units, 111 bo formed (of thoss peacotims uudts 1dth inferlor armaments and
:q‘gﬁent); or, eventually, a B unit may bs forned from parts of two or three
8. ‘

As far aa armamonts and equipment of the Czechoslovak Army are concorasd, they
are of limited quantity and diverse origin, Tha larger part of the matoriel
is of Gorman origin, Next in quentity is the (pre-war) Czechoslovak matoriel,
then the Russian, British, and, to a limited extent, American materdel with
which the Czecho#lovak units abroad wore equipped during the war. The USSR 50x1-HUM
agreed to equip 10 divisions but delivered squirment and awmamonts for only
6 dlvisions., stores of ammmition are greatly limited. Tank unit, S0X1-HUM
equirned with heterogencous materisl (Soﬁetﬁ Czechoal
Hew types of tanks are not available » 80 far, sre not being produced.

whose quality has deteriorsted as a result of the purge but also with roapact 4o
its materiel, which is of divarse ordgin, The greater part of tha Mmmg:c*ﬂ ~f
Gorman origin (Messersohmidts, Junlers 52, and Sisbels), thanr

50X1-HUM
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the Soviet fightaws,

Lﬁ@at bombera, srd transport planea.

The rorals of tho Czachoslovak Army 4is at a low ebb, The reason is thh discon-
tent and disgust of the rank and £ile with the two-year servise, a part of waich
rust be spent in the so-celled work brigades (in the mimes, in agriculture, ete.).
4 soldier in a work brigade mst maintain military discipline, and at the sare
time work aa any othor worksr but without the benefits of eivilian wrimrs. 4
further element comtributing to the low mormls of the Army 4s the dislike of the
regime and its ideology, The Enlightenment Servics in the Army, although it is
devoted to the rrosent regimé, has not heon able to attain such rermults in the
;:duoation" of Army parsomnal as would be desirable from the standpoint of thoms
orer,

The Institubion of Political Gommisears has not been imtrodused in the Czechosio~
vak Amy so far, but the Enlightemnment Officere serve the samo purpose %o a great
extant, as thoy claim the ri-ht to interfare in such mabtters as classification of
Army personnel, promotions and trancfers, assimment to functions, ate. The ine
fluense of Enlightorment Officors is evidenb everyuhere.

The low morale prevailing in the Offkere Corpa only contributes to ths further
decline of the rorals of the Amy as & vhole, Sinmce the purge has hit a large
percontags of the most highly qualified officers & convietion 4s spreading
repidly that it is not honorabls for an honest, patriotic, and demcoratic Czecho-
slovak 0fficer to serve in the precent Avey.

The anticipated further purge of the Officers' Corps will probabiy leave an Awry

faithful to the regire tut of a very lov value from the standpoint of military
officiency. )
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